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Intern Teacher’s Descriptive Report:



My PSIII internship was a very rewarding and eye opening experience that I will cherish for the rest of my teaching career. I was part of a bi-lingual school community that allowed me to be immersed in both the French culture, the culture of the various students in my class as well as the culture of the extremely collaborative staff that helped me reach my fullest potential with a great deal of support and encouragement. I was able to learn so much in such a short amount of time, and for that I am very grateful. 

One aspect that developed in leaps and bounds over the course of my time at Agnes Davidson is my classroom management as well as my presence in the classroom. The class that I had the privilege of being a part of was a unique class with many students below grade level and/or with behavioral needs. During my first week in the class, I was feeling very deflated and I felt as though my students were not getting the instruction they deserved because of my lack of/insufficient classroom management skills. However, with encouragement and advice from both my mentor and some of the other staff members I was able to confidently begin to manage a classroom in a way that is beneficial to all of those present in the class at any given time of the day. 
Intern Teacher’s Descriptive Report (Continued)
One of the MANY reasons I love elementary school is the opportunity to teach a multitude of subject areas. Although my major is English Language Arts, I was able to explore the entirety of the Grade 3 curriculum, which I believe will help me in my future planning. I was able to teach two full science units that were very hands on which is something I had not done before. It was a great opportunity for me to see a different aspect of the curriculum and develop further my planning and instruction skills. 

A challenge in my internship was teaching physical education to a combination of two classes. This meant I had 50 students that I was responsible for teaching various skills that they were working to develop. Although this aspect of my internship was a challenge, I had so much support, which allowed me to gradually develop an even better understanding of the physical education curriculum as well as DRASTICALLY improve my management skills in a gymnasium.

In my internship I was able to experience the daily life of what I felt to be a first year teacher. This meant that I was responsible for a semester worth of report cards, interaction with parents through interviews as well as on a daily basis, and being part of different teams and committees. All of these aspects that I had never experienced before contributed to an even greater understanding of the intense responsibility of teachers.  I really enjoyed getting to know the students and meeting and interacting with their parents. These interactions were something that really opened my eyes to why the students were who they were and to see the connection between their personality and their home life. Both the interactions and relationships with parents also helped me to further my relationships with students which is something I really enjoyed doing. 

Belonging to a collaborative team was also extremely rewarding, as I was able to gain insight to other teacher’s methods as well as be present in a situation where you are supported and encouraged. The grade three team met once a week and it was something I looked forward to because of the atmosphere as well as the learning that took place there for me. 

All in all, my internship was a crazy ride that encouraged me to break out of my shell and realize the kind of teacher I want to be. I am very thankful to all of the people involved who helped me through this process, as I definitely wouldn’t have been able to do it without them. I have learned the necessity of having a team that always had your back and it is something I know I will strive for and be a part of in my future career. I have learnt a lot about myself as a person as well as an educator and I am extremely grateful and appreciative of this experience. 
Intern Teacher Signature
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School Administrator Comments:


Comment on Intern’s Descriptive Report:

Miss Kristen ter Steege’s Professional Semester III provided her with the opportunity to teach a variety of subjects in a grade three including, Social Studies, Science, Physical Education, Art and Health. Kristen’s PSIII experience was with a very challenging grade three class, especially regarding their behaviour. She took on the challenge with care, flexibility and determination. She explored different management tools and she made significant progress with her students. With her hard work Kristen has built trust with her students and created a safe and caring environment for learning. 

Planning and Preparation:

Kristen is well acquainted with the curriculum objectives of the subjects she was expected to teach in grade three. She has developed detailed and well-organized lesson plans including timeline, specific objectives, resources and material required, review of previous learning, content, closure and evaluation. Kristen truly understands the importance and the benefit of writing thorough lesson plans. She researches her units of study and she demonstrates a broad background of information and knowledge for each unit.  Kristen prepares her lessons in advance and her plans take into account not only the curriculum but also student interests. Her lessons are organized and the necessary instruments/materials are always prepared and ready to go. She works really hard to make her lessons challenging yet engaging and fun. Kristen is able to use the prescribed program of studies and translate the curricular outcomes into very meaningful lessons for her students.

Instruction/Lesson Delivery:

In the area of instruction, Kristen does an excellent job. Her students are engaged and enthusiastic about learning. She uses a variety of methods and strategies including large group, small group and individual instruction, technology, manipulatives and visuals. Throughout lessons and activities, Kristen encourages students’ participation and is always asking questions to promote student thinking. She uses a variety of teaching methodology, adjusting her styles and approaches based upon the needs of a variety of learning differences. Kristen recognizes that all children are different, and that a variety of teaching techniques is necessary to reach each student. Kristen is also very skilled at infusing technology in her teaching. She has created a class website where students can access different links and other websites which they could use on a regular basis. One of the activities was to create a word search on line about the Ukraine for Social Studies. In another very interesting situation students used word processing to write a fictional and factual story about rocks for Science. With a lovely blend of creative writing, language arts and the appropriate science concepts the students used their imagination to bring “Rocks and Minerals” to life. What a creative way to integrate science, creative writing and technology. Through these assignments students where introduced to Microsoft Word and its capabilities. She has also used the iPads for reading stations where students accessed Kids A to Z and Grammar Dragon.

  

Classroom Management:

Kristen creates excellent routines and classroom expectations and at the same time she is encouraging students to develop self-discipline. Kristen’s strength in terms of classroom management is her ability to develop and excellent rapport with her students. Her students view her as a very warm, caring, approachable, calm and positive person. The relationship between Kristen and her students is one of fairness, humour and mutual respect. Kristen is able to effectively create and maintain an excellent learning environment on a consistent basis.  She applies classroom management strategies that are fair and appropriate for the age group. She strives to give daily positive feedback to every student and to maintain a classroom in which each student is valued.

Student Assessment:
Kristen’s methods of evaluation are clear and purposeful. She uses a variety of meaningful assessments including, learning centres, acting, drawing, rubrics, quizzes, performance tasks, posters, brochures, etc.  By using such a wide range of differentiated assessments, she gives all types of learners an opportunity to demonstrate their knowledge and receive marks based on what they know. She also successfully completed her portion of the student report cards, followed by a celebration of learning with the parents and students.
Professional and Personal Attributes:
Kristen is always ready to grow within her profession and this is supported by her willingness to seek advice from experienced teachers around her. She is always reflecting on her practices and welcomes feedback with an open mind. Kristen is able to develop her own very effective style of teaching.  She incorporates aspects of other teachers’ styles and she develops her own techniques and philosophies, making her a well-rounded teacher for this stage of her career. 
Kristen has been engaged in our school community by giving her time and her expertise by getting involved with the crochet club every Monday at noon. Furthermore, Kristen is working with another PSIII student on a project aiming at providing staff at Agnes Davidson with the opportunity to take instruction out of the classroom. She and her colleague are in the process of collecting audio materials to load into a class set of MP3 players that will be a part of the Learning Commons. They are sorting materials according to their connection and applicability to curriculum and to a variety of grade levels. Applying educational research, Kristen and her colleague incorporated physical movement into the listening activities successfully having students learn in a setting outside the classroom. What an amazing contribution to our staff and students!
Kristen assumes responsibility with enthusiasm and is supportive of all activities around the school. She shows a desire to work hard, to meet new challenges and is cooperative and congenial. Most of all, Kristen has shown a sincere concern for all of our students. She has a gentle, patient and fair manner with the children. She will be a tremendous asset to her future students and to any school community. It is my professional opinion to recommend Kristen as an outstanding candidate for the teaching profession.
Please feel free to contact me for further information as required.
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Teacher Mentor Comments:


It has been my pleasure to work with Kristen for the last 4 months.  Kristen came into a very diverse classroom setting.  Although this is not unusual for an elementary classroom, it presented a great deal of challenges.  Along with a huge variety of academic needs this class also included a great variety of students with severe physical needs as well.  In the face of all of this, Kristen showed masterful planning and classroom management techniques.  She was able to read her class and modify her plans to accommodate the needs of her students.  While she was handling this, she also created a strong bond with the students and she demonstrated a sense of genuine caring for all the people in our class.
Kristen was assigned social studies, science, health, art, and physical education as her teaching load.  She approached each subject with fresh interest and good overall planning.  She was careful to create fun, interesting, curricular based projects.  She ensured that all students were able to find success. She used visual representation, the written word, computer technology, comic strips, flip books. She is fantastic.
I am very proud of the work Kristen did at our school. She is a team player that I would love to have on our staff.  She is kind to students and adults.  She stepped up whenever needed in both the classroom and with co-curricular needs. 

She leaves our school with an amazing extra project which will allow students to move and improve their literacy levels.  She and another intern have created a library of digital stories that students can listen to as they move around in our school.  This enriching project will benefit our entire school and leaves behind a positive legacy.

It has been my pleasure to work alongside Kristen.  I have learned a lot from her and I will miss her a great deal.  
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Faculty Mentor Comments:


Kristen has had an outstanding Professional Semester III. She is described as having great work ethic and sound lesson planning. She works effectively to build strong relationships with staff and students. She is quick to keep students on task with very good early intervention. She is organized, effective, kind, caring and always ready to help out. 

Throughout PSIII, I have become very impressed with Kristen’s creativity in how she could implement great learning activities for her Grade 3 class at Agnes Davidson. Her ability to conceptualize the early development of these young learners and plan accordingly was outstanding. Her lessons are thorough, detailed and extremely creative.

 It is my opinion, that Kristen will make a significant contribution to any school lucky enough to have her as part of their team.

 An exceptional semester Kristen!!!

I have read the complete Final Report and certify that the assigned grade is PASS.
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